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me’. Another participant did not specify a location for them but instead 
explained who would receive his ashes: 


I intend to be taken away immediately — I have spoken to my partner — and 
cremated ... My ashes will be given to my partner and half will go to the 
family and half will remain with him. And that’s the arrangement. 
(Nicholas, aged 72, New South Wales) 


Two were not particularly concerned about what happened to their ashes. ‘I 
want to be cremated and I want my ashes tossed’ (Randolph, aged 57, Ger- 
many). ‘Throw my ashes under a bush somewhere would be fine’ (Johann, 
aged 52, Sheffield). And dark humour coloured the thoughts of one of the men 
in their 40s who related a story that he had heard about, ‘the vengeful old 
queen who said in his will that he wanted his ashes to be flung in the faces of 
his enemies’! 


22 Wollaston ‘Ditch the hearse’; Kalia ‘A greener way to go’. 
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Medical Science, the Tip or the Bone Crusher 


A small group of six participants said that they wanted their body or organs 
either donated to medical science or in extreme cases simply ‘thrown on the 
tip’. The latter preference, while to contemporary readers might suggest a 
serious case of low self-esteem, has a long tradition, as French historian 
Phillippe Ariés explained in his study of changing attitudes to death: 


Anonymity [in death] persisted until the eighteenth century ... The bodies of 
the poor and of the young children of the rich, who were treated like the 
poor, were sewn into shrouds ... and thrown into big, common graves ... 
[while] those who drowned in the rivers or were the anonymous victims of 
disasters ... [were] left to rot on the dump like animals, executed criminals, 
or the excommunicate.” 


The six from the sample canvassed thoughts about the disposal of their 
body that ranged from having it sent to the blood and bone factory, the fairly 
standard intention to have it sent to a medical faculty, to throwing it under a 
bush or into a rubbish bin. 

Edward (aged 77) from the ACT planned to include in his will instructions 
to have his cadaver sent to a university medical school, for reasons of 
economy: 


The main thing is to send the body to the medical school for the dissecting 
table, partly to avoid something I know [which is that] weddings are one of 
the great expenses and funerals are a completely unnecessary expense at the 
other end. I have no idea why people spend money on funerals and 
gravestones and all of that stuff ... It is a complete waste of money to 
start having coffins and all of that. 


Aware that not all of the cadaver can be put to use, he noted, ‘that they will 
want to do something with the left-overs’. And his answer was that many 
people would want a service of some sort: ‘the relatives are very uneasy about 
it, so they have these ‘thank-you’ ceremonies’. While arranging to have his 
cadaver donated to the medical school was his intention at the time of inter- 
view, he mentioned also that this was his second option: ‘My view is to send it 
to the blood and bone factory but I don’t know that they are up to that’. 

Other participants who like Edward regarded any fuss about how their 
body should be disposed as unnecessary included Johann (aged 52) from 
England whose view included an environmental consideration: ‘I would 
actually prefer my body to be dumped on a compost heap where it could do 
some good rather than taking up urban space in a cemetery’; and Warren 


23 Ariés The Hour, p. 207. 
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(aged 50) from Western Australia who reported his partner’s view: ‘If he could 
be put in a rubbish bin, he would be happy with that’. 

Finally, there was Damon who referred to an episode of the Oprah Winfrey 
television programme that he had seen when he was 15 and realized that his 


remains could be converted into an object of material value: 


They were talking about death and one of the things they could do and can 
still do was like when you cremated, they take your ashes and make them 
into a diamond. And I am like, “That’s fabulous”, because I immediately 
thought of like Victorian mourning jewellery. And there is a little part of me 
that just goes, “I can’t think of anything better than being turned into some 
horrible jewellery that then has to be passed on because this is great-uncle” 
... [I know that] you can make conditional gifts, so, part of them getting my 
estate is conditional on that they accept this tiara, which is written into 
there. The wording is something like, “As far as is practically possible, I 
must be made into a diamond and placed into a tiara. And this money is set 
aside for that”. I know it is a semi-terrible thing, but there is a little part of 
me that is like what a fabulous story for future generations to tell. You have 
got to set up your pranks in advance [Laughs]. 


As comical or improbable as Damon’s thoughts about his remains might seem, 
a similar proposal was considered immediately after the French Revolution when 
in 1801 the public servant Pierre Giraud suggested that the ashes of cremated 


people could be turned into glass and then made into ‘commemorative medals’.** 


CONCLUSION 


The fact that religious or non-religious funeral services were relatively unim- 
portant to those interviewed for this book suggested that they did not consider 
any form of public ceremony necessary to celebrate or mark their life’s end. 
Many explained their decision in light of the common-place understanding 
that funeral were ‘for the living’ or that, as they were not going to be present, 
they were not particularly concerned about how or whether their life was 
celebrated or marked. It was not clear, however, if behind this sentiment lay a 
belief that they did not have a claim, as the French historian Lacquer argued in 
the case of socialists and Jews in London’s Highgate cemetery, ‘to announce 
their presence and meaning by occupying space’. 

While there was no evidence to suggest that the men regarded their lives as 
less worthy or less valuable than those of others, such as heads of state or 


24 Laqueur Work of the Dead, p. 527. 
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government, senior members of academia, business, finance, media or religion 
who seemed to require, like the paterfamilias of Victorian novels, to have their 
lives monumentally celebrated in obituaries in traditional print newspapers 
like The New York Times or The Times, could it be that the stigma of sexual 
outsiders can persist into death and that gay men continue to see themselves as 
unworthy? Another explanation is that, as that at the time of interview all but 
three of the sample were likely to die without immediate descendants,” did the 
fact of not belonging to the ‘tree of man’ mean that there was less need for 
commemoration? A third explanation as to the relative unassuming end that 
many of the participants envisaged for themselves is that their views repre- 
sented a type of gay man who was content with his life’s achievements and 
who had no need for fanfare or pomp to mark its end, and that his achieve- 
ments in the spheres of the domestic and the intimate were sufficient and 
would stand alone. 


REFERENCES 


Ariés, P. (1975) Western Attitudes toward Death: From the Middle Ages to the 


Present, trans. P. Ranum (Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins University Press). 


Ariés, P. (1991) The Hour of Our Death, trans. H. Weaver (New York: 
Oxford University Press). 


Australian Bureau of Statistics, Religious Affiliation in Australia: https:// 
www.abs.gov.au/articles/religious-affiliation-australia#change-in-no- 
religion-over-time 

Circle of Friends, National AIDS Memorial, USA: https://www.aidsmemorial. 
org/circle-of-friends 

Conigrave, T. (1995) Holding the Man (Melbourne: Penguin Books). 


Griffin, G.M. and Tobin, D. (1982) In the Midst of Life: The Australian 
Response to Death. (Melbourne: Melbourne University Press). 


Kalia, A. (2019) ‘A Greener Way to Go: What’s the Most Eco-Friendly Way 
to Dispose of a Body?’, The Guardian, https://www.theguardian.com/ 


25 Two of the three were in their 80s, the third was in his 50s and all had children from previous 
relationships with women. There were no gay fathers in the sample who had with their male 
partner or husband arranged for children through surrogacy or adoption. See Biodata in 


Appendix 2. 


126 How Gay Men Prepare for Death 


lifeandstyle/2019/jul/09/greener-way-to-go-eco-friendly-way-dispose-of- 
body-burial-cremation 


Laqueur, T.W. (2015) The Work of the Dead: A Cultural History of Mortal 
Remains (Princeton: Princeton University Press). 


Mitford, J. (1998) The American Way of Death Revisited (London: Virago 
Press). 


Robinson, P. and Geldens, P. (2014) ‘Stories of Two Generations of 
Australian Gay Men Living in the Presence of HIV-AIDS in Journal of 
Australian Studies, 38(2): 233-245. 


Terkel, S. (2002) Will the Circle Be Unbroken? Reflections on Death and 
Dignity (London: Granta Books). 


Wollaston, S. (2022) ‘Ditch the Hearse, Bring the Kids, Have a Picnic: an 
Alternative Undertaker’s Tips for a Better Funeral’, https://www. 
theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2022/oct/19/shallow-grave-kids-picnic- 
alternative-undertaker-funeral 


CONCLUSION 


The curiosity I have is ... how much of this does have an LGBT dimension 


and how much of it is what I would believe anyway if I was not gay. And I 


think somehow that the advantage being gay gave me — as a member of an 


out[sider] group, particularly in the times of emerging HIV — was that my 


generation had to be a bit more “on the ball” with these things. I have 


contemporaries who are straight who really have not thought about this 


sort of stuff and I would be really interested to know whether gay people 


generally, from this age group, are more sorted out about with plans and 


awareness than their more normative equivalents who can just muddle 
through and think, “Oh, it will all be all right”. (Wade, aged 66, England) 


Emerging aspects of the data were how firstly the role of the family and sec- 


ondly the idea of the ‘good death’ influenced participants’ end-of-life decisions 


and appointments in thinking about and preparing for death. In relation to 


family, it was notable that members of participants’ family of origin were often 


but not always the preferred choice in end-of-life decisions and appointments. 
And when musing on the sort of death that they hoped for, the idea of the 
good death often lay behind participants’ preference for a calm, quiet or easy 


death. 


TH 


ROL 


OF FAMILY 


Among the more unexpected findings from this study was that family members 


rather than friends were more often chosen as beneficiaries. While similar findings 


were reported in other published research on LGBT end-of-life decision-making,’ 


1 See, for example: de Vries, B., et.al. (2020) ‘Advance Care Planning among older LGBT 


Canadians: Heteronormative Influences’ in Sexualities, https://doi.org/10.1177/ 
1363460719896968; Westwood, S. (2015) ‘Complicating Kinship and Inheritance: Older 
Lesbians’ and Gay Men’s Will-Writing in England in Feminist Legal Studies, 23: 181-197. 
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they were surprising for two reasons. In the first place, because of the assumed 
centrality of friendship in the family of choice,’ a distinct preference for family 
members over friends suggested that the role of the chosen family was becoming 
less important in the lives of gays and lesbians. In its heyday, it represented a life 
experiment for gays and lesbians who wanted to live or try to live outside 
traditional family structures — and which the widespread introduction of mar- 
riage equality legislation could also make redundant. If the chosen family is 
becoming less common as this and other research suggest, it could be that as gay 
men age, the family of origin becomes more important to them and they have 
fewer qualms ‘returning to the nest’. Secondly, the privileging of family members 
seemed a slightly odd choice given that the common-law (or de facto) relationship 
was the most common relationship type and that almost a quarter regarded the 
couple relationship as their family. 

Possible explanations for preferring family members over friends as ben- 
eficiaries included: (1) that choosing family members was the ‘easy’ option, 
that is, it required no special thought, was the standard, predictable choice 
and was unlikely to be challenged or questioned by family or friends; (2) even 
if more loosely connected or maintained, family relationships might be less 
likely than friendships to break up and could therefore appear to be a more 
dependable option, that is, in contrast to family relationships, friendships did 
not or were regarded as unlikely to last the ‘test of time’. Because both of 
these explanations are only speculative, further research would help test their 
validity. 

Decisions concerning appointment of executors and power of attorney 
favoured the traditional as well and could be seen also as the ‘easy option’, 
that is, they required no special thought and avoided possible dispute or, on 
the other hand, simply reflected the enduring strength of the couple rela- 
tionship. In the case of executor, the first choice was partner or spouse fol- 
lowed in equal number for each by family, professional persons, and friends. 
Slightly against the general trend of favouring family over friends was the 
fact that equal numbers chose friends for their executor as chose family and 
that each of these was only slightly less than those who chose partner or 
spouse. Of those who had a will and had appointed an attorney, just under 
half chose their partner or spouse and very small numbers chose a friend, 
professional person, or a niece or nephew. 


2 Weeks, J. (2000) Making Sexual History, Cambridge: Polity Press; Weston, K. (1997, 1991) 
Families We Choose: Lesbians, Gays, Kinship (New York: Columbia University Press). 


Conclusion 129 


GAY MEN'S UNDERSTANDING OF THE ‘GOOD DEATH’ 


Participants’ beliefs about euthanasia and life after death were central to 
Chapter 4, while in Chapter 5 their funeral plans was the focus. As these 
chapters showed, a majority favoured euthanasia, a very small number 
believed in the afterlife, and almost all participants had some idea of the sort 
of funeral they wanted, if only about 40% had made funeral plans. 

In Chapter 4, a possible connection was suggested between why a belief 
in an afterlife might help explain the views of those who opposed eutha- 
nasia, namely, that a belief in life after death went hand in hand with a 
belief in the sanctity of life and that this could therefore help to explain 
opposition to any form of the premature ending of life such as by eutha- 
nasia. This possible connection was not considered when the research 
project was being planned and the interview schedule written. Another 
possible connection was identified with afterlife beliefs and that was 
between them and funeral plans. My analysis showed that, while only a 
very small number of participants said that they believed in life after death, 
nearly all had views on the sort of funeral that they wanted, which might 
suggest that those who do not belong to an organization that offers rites to 
mark death could tend to spend more time considering it and certainly as 
their own death draws nearer. 

The hope of being able to experience a ‘good death’ was often implicit 
when participants explained their advance-care arrangements or power-of- 
attorney appointments and gave their views on euthanasia. None specifically 
used the phrase, ‘the good death’ or expressed a hope for one; instead, they 
expressed a desire to avoid the opposite, that is, a drawn-out, painful or 
undignified death, which, as mentioned, Ariés called the ‘dirty death’.’ 
Important for many when considering their own death, were some of the 
following: bodily dignity by which they meant being able to communicate 
with other, to toilet themselves, and to avoid immobilization or incapacita- 
tion. Not living on in a ‘vegetative’ state was a frequently used phrase. These 
hopes often influenced their arguments in favour of euthanasia as did an 
awareness of how messy death could be, which many understood from the 
personal experience of witnessing the death of family members or friends, in 
the case of the latter, memories of friends’ deaths during the AIDS epidemic 
were strong and still influential. 


3 Ariés, P. (1991) The Hour of Our Death, trans. H. Weaver (New York: Oxford University 
Press), pp. 568-570. 
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Although less than half had made funeral plans, almost all participants had 
an idea of the sort of funeral that they would like for themselves. Notable 
among these was an absence of anything grand, grandiose or monumental, 
and, in Chapter 5, I speculated on the reason for this, drawing on the work of 
Thomas Lacquer who had observed in the burial plots of Jews and socialists in 
London’s Highgate cemetery announcement of ‘their presence and meaning by 
occupying space’. And I speculated if gays and lesbians might feel less willing 
to make a similar announcement because they are not part of the hetero- 
normative structure. Being outside it, and understanding themselves to be 
outsiders, and with the exception of AIDS memorial cemeteries and gardens, 
do they feel less part of or less need to claim space for themselves and so 
announce their presence and meaning? 

If there is any truth to this, will a stronger push to announce the presence 
and meaning of gays and lesbians increase along with their acceptance and 
the success of their normalization? Another less political explanation for the 
absence of grand funeral plans in the stories of the men interviewed for this 
book is that the sample might have comprised a group of relative unas- 
suming participants who were content with their achievements, wishing for 
no fanfare or pomp to mark their end, and, as I wrote in Chapter 5, that 
their achievements in the spheres of the domestic and the intimate were 
sufficient. 

In the quotation at the head of the chapter, 66-year-old Wade from 
England wondered if preparing for death had any special or particular 
relevance to gay men. As he observed, the AIDS epidemic not only marked 
his generation of gay men but gave them something of an advantage in that 
as young men they had to confront death when their friends were dying in 
the 1980s and 1990s and that this could have given them some remembered 
familiarity with the business of death. The trauma of the AIDS epidemic 
aside, the accounts provided in this book strongly suggest that concerns 
about the business of death are shared by gay and straight populations. As 
Laqueur argued, all of us find it very difficult to accept or believe that one 
day we will not be here,* and what this book has shown is that preparing for 
that time is not always easy. 


4 Laqueur, T.W. (2015) The Work of the Dead: A Cultural History of Mortal Remains (Princeton: 
Princeton University Press), pp. 55-58. 
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APPENDIX 1: RESEARCH INSTRUMENTS 


GAY MEN'S END-OF-LIFE PLANS AND PREPARATIONS 


Interview Questions 


We begin with four questions about your personal life. 


Briefly tell me the story of your family relationships. 

How long have you been out and how easy has been your gay life? 
Briefly describe your relationship status. Are you single, married, 
divorced, ina long-term relationship and for how long have you been so? 
Do you have any children? If you do, please explain the nature of 
your relationship. For example, are they children from a previous 
straight relationship, the children of your partner or children you and 
your partner have had together? 


Next set of questions concerns your will and asks for more detail than the 
preliminary questions. 


Do you have a will and have you revised it often in the last 10 years? 
If you have a will, have you appointed an executor? Who did you choose 
and why? If not, who do you think you would choose and why? 

In some jurisdictions, someone can be appointed to look after a 
person’s medical and financial decisions in the event of their losing 
capacity to do so themselves. This can be known as enduring power 
of attorney, medical and financial. Have you appointed an enduring 
power of attorney medical and financial and who did you choose and 
why? If not, who do you think you would choose and why? 

In some jurisdictions, someone can be appointed to make lifestyle 
choices for a person in the event of their losing capacity to do so for 
themselves, e.g. to arrange meals at home, home visits or to move you 
into aged-care accommodation. A person with these responsibilities can 
be known as a Guardian. Have you appointed a Guardian and who did 
you choose and why? If not, who do you think you would choose and 
why? 

If you have a will, who are your beneficiaries? Who did you choose 
and why? If not, who do you think you would choose and why? 
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(10) Is there anything else you would like to say about your will and 
end-of-life plans? [Prompt: funeral plans] 


Two final questions concern the end of life. 


(11) What thoughts do you have about your physical end of life? [Prompt: 
Any beliefs about euthanasia, life after death?] 

(12) Do you have an advance care plan or directive? [Explain if not] How 
did [would] you frame your values directive and why? How did 
[would] you frame your instructional directive and why? 


END 
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Questionnaire, Gay Men’s End-of-Life Plans or Experiences 


AGE: DATE OF BIRTH: 


Please circle the term or phrase which most closely reflects your circumstances. Elsewhere, please 
enter information asked for, e.g. dates, approximate income etc. 


1. BIODATA 
Relationship status De facto 

Single 

Married (gay or straight) 

Formerly married if so, are you now, 
separated/widowed/divorced (gay or straight)? 
married (gay or straight)? 

De facto? 
Children How many children + ages? 


Are these children of interviewee or partner, from your/his previous relationship or present one? 


Occupation Current: 


Primary (bulk of working life): 


Secondary: 


Education Highest post-secondary + date 


Highest secondary + date 


Highest primary + date 
Income Approximate annual: 
Assets Approximate value of: 
Superannuation Approximate value of: 


2. WILL & ESTATE PLANNING: Please note: given the confidential nature of the topic, you are not 
obliged to provide details of your will or estate. 


Will 
Do you have a current Will? Yes/No 

If no, please go to the question regarding Attorneys. 
Executor. 
Have you appointed an Executor and who is he/she in relation to you? 

Spouse/Partner 

Sibling (sister, brother) 

Child (daughter, son) 

Niece, nephew 

Friend (male, female) 

Professional person (doctor, lawyer, priest) 
Beneficiaries 
Who in relation to you are your beneficiaries and in roughly what proportions? 


Spouse/Partner 

Child of self or Spouse/Partner 
Sibling (sister, brother) 

Niece, nephew 

Friend(s) 

Charity/other 
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Attorneys 
Have you appointed attorneys (financial, medical) Yes/No 


Who are your Attorneys in relation to you? 
Spouse/Partner 
Sibling (sister, brother) 
Child (daughter, son) 
Niece, nephew 
Friend (male, female) 
Professional person (doctor, lawyer, priest) 


Guardian 
Have you appointed a guardian? Yes/No 


Who is your Guardian in relation to you? 
Spouse/Partner 
Sibling (sister, brother) 
Child (daughter, son) 
Niece, nephew 
Friend (male, female) 
Professional person (doctor, lawyer, priest) 


Advance Care Directive 
Some jurisdictions provide for an advance care directive where a person specifies what type of 
treatment they wish to receive in the event of losing decision-making capacity. 


It often has two parts, where a person firstly makes an instructional directive stating what type of 
medical treatment they want/do not want, e.g. 
if they suffered a catastrophic medical event which did not kill them but left them with no 
realistic prospect of a decent recovery, would they want to receive: 


the full treatment available or only comfort care including pain relief? 
invasive surgery or not? 


If asked, what would be your instructional directive? 


The second part is a values directive where the person provides details on what about being a human 
being and alive is important to them, e.g. being mobile, able to communicate with other human beings 
in a meaningful way or to go on living no matter what their circumstances. 


If asked, what would be your values directive? 


END 


APPENDIX 2: PARTICIPANTS’ 
BIODATA, 1, 2, 3 


1. Work, relationships, children, family n = 43 


Code 
Name 


Atticus 
Clive 


Douglas 


Edward 


Andrew 


Lewis 


Joel 
Harvey 


Fabian 


Nicholas 
Rowan 


Preston 


Gideon 


Emmett 


Age 


88 
81 


80 


77 


75 


74 


74 
74 
74 


72 
71 
70 


70 
70 


Location 


California 


Australian Capital 
Territory 


Victoria, Australia 


Australian Capital 
Territory 


Ontario, Canada 


Australian Capital 
Territory 


California 
North Carolina 


Australian Capital 
Territory 


New South Wales 
England 


Australian Capital 
Territory 


New South Wales 
England 


Occupation 


Hairdresser R 


Musician R 


Chemist R 


Writer/historian 


Historian R 


Pub serv R 


Soc wkr; corp exec R 
Academic 


Teacher R 


Counsellor R 
Academic 


Sales R 


Pub serv R 


Academic 


Relationship 


Single, gay widowed 
Single, strgt separated 


strgt marr + gay de 
facto 


gay de facto; strgt 
divc’d 
gay common law (de 


facto) 


gay de facto 


Single, strgt divc’d 
Single; strgt separated 
gay de facto 


gay de facto 
gay married 


Single, gay widowed 


Single 
gay civil ptnr’d 
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(Continued) 
Code 

Name Age 
Dorian 70 
Seth 68 
Kieran 67 
Wade 66 
Davis 65 
Toby 64 
Scott 62 
Edwin 61 
Quinn 60 
Mason 60 
Ethan 59 
Carl 58 
Randolph 57 
Eric 57 
Carter 57 
Harrison 56 
Ellis 56 
Bruce 56 
Donovan 55 
Jonathon 53 
Johann 52 
Damien 52 
Christopher 52 
Warren 50 
Roland 50 
Anton 45 
Declan 42 
Aiden 42 


Location 


New York State 


California 


England 
England 
California 


British Columbia 


Australian Capital 
Territory 


Victoria, Australia 


Victoria, Australia 


California 
England 
New Zealand 


Germany 


Hong Kong 

New Zealand 
Victoria, Australia 
England 

Victoria, Australia 
England 

England 

England 

England 

New South Wales 
Western Australia 
Victoria, Australia 
England 


Victoria, Australia 


England 
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Occupation 


NFP consultant 


Vol HIV org; pub serv 
R 


Sec charitable org R 
Counsellor R 
IT consultant 


Health care mgr R 


Teacher 


Clerk 


Retired (no work 
details) 


IT consultant 
Clerk 
Mgr glbt NFP 


Mgr disability support 
R 


HRR 

Academic 

Gen mgr NFP 
Product engineer 
Entrepreneur 
Data analyst R 
HR consultant 
Architect R 

Mktg consultant 
Disability pension 
Academic 

IT engineer 
Judge 


Sales + customer 
services 


Lawyer 


Relationship 


gay married 


Single; strgt dive’d 


gay civil ptnr’d 

gay married 

Single 

gay common law (de 
facto) 

gay de facto; strgt 
dive’d 

gay de facto 

Single 


gay married 
Single 
gay de facto 
Single 


gay de facto 
gay civil union 
gay married 
Single 

gay de facto 
gay civil ptnrshp 
gay married 

gay civil ptnrshp 
gay de facto 
Single 

gay married 

gay married 
Single 

gay de facto 


gay de facto; gay 
separated 
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(Continued) 
Code 
Name Age 
Damon 40 
Code 


Name 


Location 


Australian Capital 
Territory 


Age Location 


Occupation 


Teacher 


Occupation 


Relationship 


gay de facto 


Relationship 


Co = couple Ch = family of choice E = estranged from family of origin O = family of origin NFP = not 


for profit R = retired ^ Family = participants’ current family type; see Chapter 1. 


2. End-of-life documents, instructions, n = 43 


Code 
Name 


Atticus 
Clive 
Douglas 
Edward 
Andrew 
Lewis 
Joel 
Fabian 
Harvey 
Nicholas 
Rowan 
Preston 
Gideon 


Emmett 


Dorian 
Seth 
Kieran 
Wade 


Davis 


Age Will Executor 
88 Y fr; prp 

81 Y pub trustee 
80 Y sp; ch; prp; fr 
77 Y  fr(m); prp 

75 Y ptr 

74 Y nph, nce 

74 Y sib 

74 Y nph, nce 

74 Y frim 

72 Y ptr 

71 Y  sp,nce 

70 Y  fr(m)x2 

70 Y pub trustee 
70 Y ptr, prp; fr 

70 Y s; sib; prp 
68 Y nce 

67 Y ptr; prp; fr 

66 Y sp;fr 

65 No No 


Beneficiaries^ 


nce, nph, frs, char; 
sp; ch; stp-ch 

sp; ch 

ptr 

ptr 

ptr’s nce, nph; char, fr 
g/ch; nce, nph, frs 
nphs, nces (n = 4) 
sib(f); nph 

ptr 

sp, nce, char 
sib(m)x2, nce, frs, char 
nce, nph, g-ch(m) 


ptr(50), nce/nph(30), 
frs(20) 


sp(90), sib(m)(10) 
nce, nph 

ptr, sib(f), char, nce 
sp 


[nce, ptrs nce] 


PoA# 


Ptr 

fr(m + f) 
Prp 

nph, nce 
fr(m); sib 
Ptr 

Sp 
frs(m) 
Nph 

Prp 
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(Continued) 
Code 
Name Age Will 
Toby 64 Y 
Scott 62 No 
Edwin 61 No 
Quinn 60 Y 
Mason 60 Y 
Ethan 59 Y 
Carl 58 Y 
Randolph 57 Y 
Eric 5 Y 
Carter 5 Y 
Harrison 56 Y 
Bruce 56 No 
Ellis 56 No 
Donovan 55 Y 
Jonathon 53 Y 
Christopher 52 No 
Johann 52 Y 
Damien 52 Y 
Warren 50 Y 
Roland 50 Y 
Anton 45 Y 
Declan 42 No 
Aiden 42 No 
Damon 40 Y 


Code Name Age Will 


Executor 


ptr; nph 
[sib(m)] 
[Would not appnt] 
sib(f) 

sp, sib, sib’s ptr 
fr(m); prp 
sib(m)+ prp 
fr; prp 

sib 

ptr 

sp 

[nph/nce] 
[sib(m), nce] 
prp 

ptr; sib 

[cou] 

prp 

sp; fr(f) 

ptr then ptr’s 
sib(f) 

sp; fr(m) 

fr; prp 


[ptr] 
No 
sp; fr(f) 


Executor 
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Beneficiaries” 


ptr, nce/nph, frs, char 


[ch(f)] 
[char] 


gr/ch of dec. ptr 
sp, sib, sib’s ptr 


charity(66); g-ch(f)(33) 


sib(m)x2 

frs 

sp 

ptr then ch 

sp; ch 
[nph/nce] 
[nph/nce, char] 
sp(Q5), fr(5) 
ptr, sib, char 
[ch of cou x 2] 


sp, frs, char 


sp then f(70), char(30) 


ptr then sibs + ptr’s sibs 


sp; char 
sib(80), frs(20), 
char(default) 
[ptr] 
[sib(f)bulk; sp] 
nce(2) 


Beneficiaries” 


PoA# 


ptr then nce/nph 
[Unsure] 

[ptr] 

No 

sp, sib, sib’s ptr 
No 

No 

No 

Sp 

No 

Sp 

[ptr then fr(m)] 
[sib(m), nce] 
Sp 

No 

[cou] 

sp, f(m) 

Sp 

ptr then ptr’s 
sib(f) 

sp; f(m) 

No 


[ptr] 
No 
No 
PoA# 


ch = child(ren) char = charity/charities cou = cousin f = female fr = friend g-ch = god-child gr/ch = 


grandchild m = male nce = niece nph = nephew prp = professional person ptr = partner (for those in 


de facto or common-law relationships) sib = sibling sp = spouse (for those who were married) stp-ch 


= stepchild(ren) ACP = Advanced Care Plan PoA = Power of Attorney. 


^ Figs in brackets represented approximate percentage distribution to beneficiaries; abbreviations in 


parentheses represented those who could be participants’ beneficiaries if they were to write a will; 
abbreviations in parentheses were used also to signify participants’ most likely choice of executor or 


power of attorney. 


~ = Living will, which is roughly equivalent to an Advanced Care Directive (see Chapter 3). 
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3. Education, Occupation, Income, Assets, Superannuation/Pension, n = 43 


Super/ 
Code Income Assets Pension 
Name Age Education Occupation AUD* AUD* AUD* 
Atticus 88 Trade dip 1952 Hairdresser R NP NP NP 
Clive 81 Pgrad Dip Musician R 25K 250K NP 
1963 
Douglas 80 Dip 1960 Chemist R 200K 6.5M 4M 
Edward 77 ~~ BA(Hons) 1965 Writer/historian 26K 500K Nil 
Andrew 75 PhD 1975 Historian R 163.6K 1.36M 129K 
Lewis 74 Year 9 Pub serv R 25K 10K 450K 
Joel 74 MSW 1998, Soc wkr; corp 65K 653K Income 
MBA 1970 exec R 
Harvey 74 PhD 1988 Academic 82K 273K Nil 
Fabian 74 BA DipEd Teacher R 55.3K 400K 483K 
1966 
Nicholas 72 MCounselling Counsellor R 36K 900K 350K 
Rowan 71 PhD 2002 Academic R 54K 1.75M Income 
Preston 70 BCom 2001 Sales R 60K 2.5M 60K 
Gideon 70 BA 1971 Publ serv R 37K 300K 300K 
Emmett 70 D.Phil Academic NP 2.7M NP 
Dorian 70 BA 1973 NFP consultant 139K 1.6M NP 
Seth 68 BA Vitr HIV-org; 87.5K 340K 235K 
pub serv R 
Kieran 67 MA 1974 Secry 45.3K 1.4M NP 
charitable org 
R 
Wade 66 MSc 2003 Counsellor R 57.5 1.1M As for assets 
Davis 65 Trade dip IT consultant R 28K 92K NP 
Toby 64 MNurs Health-care 113K NP NP 
mor R 
Scott 62 BA 2001 Teacher 101K 400K 150K 
Edwin 61 Year 12 Clerk 60K 800K 230K 
Quinn 60 LLB 2003 Lawyer 80K 3M Nil 


Mason 60 Year 8 IT consultant 131K 1.97M 394K 


142 Appendix 2: Participants’ Biodata, 1, 2, 3 


(Continued) 
Super/ 
Code Income Assets Pension 
Name Age Education Occupation AUD* AUD* AUD* 
Ethan 59 BA 1981 Clerk 56K 698K NP 
Carl 58 BA Mgr GLBT org NP NP NP 
Randolph 57 MA 1988 Mgr disability 27.5K 98.5K Nil 
support R 
Eric 57 BA 1984 HR R 90K 9M 115K 
Carter 57 JD Academic 177K 3.26K 3.54K 
Harrison 56 MBA 2015 Gen-mgr NFP 125K 650K 800K 
56Ellis 56 BMus 1986 Product 104.4K 550K 27.K pa 
engineer 
Bruce 56 MBA 1999 Entrepreneur 160K 2M 300K 
Donovan 55 PhD 1997 Data analyst R 25K 1M 500K 
Jonathon 53 MBA 2001 HR consultant 537K 3.6M 895K 
Johann 52 MPlanning Architect R 25K 700K 126K 
2003 
Damien 52 MBA 2008 Mktg 203K 4M 1.4M 
consultant 
Christopher 52 BA Disability 23K 20K Nil 
pension 
Warren 50 PhD 2010 Academic 140K 500K 500K 
Roland 50 BAppSci 1991 IT engineer 98K 500K 280K 
Anton 45 LLB 2001 Judge 268K NP NP 
Declan 42 Dip Bus 1997 Sales + cus 65K 100K 100K 
services 
Aiden 42 LLM Lawyer 205K 53.5K 321K 
Damon 40 BA, BEd 2004 Teacher 132K 600K 160K 
Code name Age Education Occupation Income Assets  Super/ 
AUD* AUD* Pension 
AUD* 


NP = not provided R = retired * Approximate value of participants’ income, assets, and funds held in 
superannuation or pension accounts were expressed in Australian dollars, 2019-2020. 


INDEX 


Acts of kindness, 55-56 
Adelaide Botanic Gardens, 55 
Advance care, 2-3, 62, 79 
directives, 63 
plan, 61-62 
Advance statement, 62-63 
Affective and intimate lives, 11 
civil union, civil partnership, 
32-33 
couple relationship, 15-18 
estrangement, 21-24 
formerly married or civil 
partnered, 34 
household and family, 12-15 
participants family of origin, 
19-21 
participants’ current family, 
24-28 
participants’ family settings, 
19-28 


participants’ relationship history 


and status, 28-34 
Afterlife beliefs, 87-88, 93-94 
afterlife as possibility, 105 


living on in lives of others, 105 


participants’ afterlife beliefs, 
102-105 
Age and authority, 81-83 
AIDS epidemic, 130 
Alternative family, 14 
Alternative insemination, 14 
Altruism, 75-76 


Art Gallery of South Australia, The, 


55 
Ashes, 122 
Assisted dying, 88, 91-92 


Assisted suicide, 88-89 

Australian Capital Territory 
(ACT), 5, 20-21, 43-44, 
95-96, 116 


Baby Boomer generation, 67—68 
Benefactions, 56 
Beneficence, 55-56 
Beneficiaries, 52-57 
charities, 54-55 
children, grandchildren, 
godchildren, 57 
friends, 56-57 
nieces, nephews, 54 
partner, 53 
siblings, 55-56 
Blended family, 13-14, 20-21 
Blended-family-life, 19-20 
Bone Crusher, 120, 123-124 
Buddhism, 87, 93 
Burial, 120-122 


California Department of Justice, 
62 

Canadian health system, 100-101 
Catholic education systems, 119 
Catholic school system, 119-120 
Catholic upbringing, 119 
Charities, 54-56 
Children, 57 
Chinese-Australian gay men, 3-4 
Choice of executor 

family member, 47-52 

friend, 47-52 

partner, 47-52 

professional person, 47-52 
Christianity, 87, 93 


143 


144 


Christians, 103-104 
Circle of Friends, 113 
Civil partnership, 32-33 
Civil union, 32-33 
Co-existing relationships, 15-16 
Co-parenting arrangement, 14 
Comfort care, 71-72 
Commemorative medals (from 
cremated remains), 124 
Competency, 50 
Contemporary funerals, 111 
Continuous deep sedation, 89 
Country Network, The, 4 
Couple relationship, 15, 18, 25 
gay couple relationships, 16-18 
Covid-19, 1, 5 
global pandemic, 46 
outbreak, 46 
Cremation, 122 


Death, 77-78 

with dignity, 77-78 

gay familiarity with, 67-68 
Dignitas (organization), 88-89 
Dignity, 75-78 
Dirty death, 84-85, 129 
Disposing of body, 120-124 

burial, 120-122 

cremation, 122 

medical science, tip or bone 

crusher, 123-124 

Domestic violence, 15-16 
Double-effect sedation, 90 
Durable power of attorney, 79-80 
Dying, 77-78 

with dignity, 88 


End-of-life decisions, 91-92 

Enduring power of attorney (EPA), 
79-80 

Estrangement, 21-24 

Euthanasia, 69, 71, 87-88, 90, 93 

participants’ views on 

euthanasia, 94-102 

Executor, choice of, 47-52 

Extended families, 12, 21 


Index 


Extended-family-life, 19-20 


Family, 12, 15, 64-65 
of choice, 13-15 
estrangement, 22 
role of, 127-128 
settings of gay men, 13-15 
tradition, 113-114 
Fee-based assisted dying, 88-89 
Friends, 51-52, 65-66, 83 
Funeral directors, 111 
Funeral plans, 110-124 
disposing of body, 120-124 
non-religious services, 115-120 
religious services, 112-115 


Gay couple relationships, 16-18 
Gay familiarity with death, 67-68 
Gay men, 40, 111-112 
end-of-life experiences, 1-2 
household or family settings of, 
13-15 
methodology and sample, 3-6 
Gay rights organizations, 55 
Gay social support services, 54-55 
Godchildren, 57 
Good death, 84-85, 94 
gay men’s understanding of, 
129-130 
Grandchildren, 57 
Green burials, 121 


Health care, 79-80 

Health Care and Care Facility Act 
(1996), 62 

Health Quality & Safety 
Commission, 62-63 

Health sector, 66 

Hinduism, 87, 93 

HIV, 67-68, 127 

HIV-AIDS epidemic, 40-41, 64, 
67-68, 83-84 

Homophobia, 22 

Hospice UK, 62-63 

Household, 12-15 

settings of gay men, 13-15 


Index 


Individualization, 12-13, 16 
Inheritance system, 39 
Islam, 87, 93 


Judeo-Christian tradition, 90 


Legalized euthanasia, 94 
LGBT, 127-128 


Marriage equality, 17 
Medical aid in dying, 94 
Medical assistance in dying, 94 
Medical science, tip or bone 
crusher, 123-124 
Medical technology, 92 
Medically assisted suicide, 92 
Mulga Bill’s Bicycle Band, 116 


National AIDS Memorial Grove, 

113 

National Council of Palliative Care, 

62-63 

Nazi euthanasia programme, 91 

Nephews, 54 

Nieces, 54 

Non-religious funerals, 111 

service, 119 

Non-religious services (see also 

Religious services), 115-120 

sketchy plans, 117-120 
well-developed plans, 116-117 

Nuclear family, 12-13, 20 


Oprah Winfrey television 
programme, 124 
Orchestra of the Age of 
Enlightenment, The, 55 
Ostracism, 22-23 


Pain relief, 71-72 
Palliative care, 96 
Parents, family tradition, 113-114 
Parsimonious direct sedation, 90 
Participants afterlife beliefs, 
102-105 

belief in afterlife, 104 

no belief in afterlife, 103 
Participants current family, 24-28 


couple relationship, 25 
family of choice, 25-28 
family of origin, 24 
Participants family of origin, 19-21 
blended family, 20-21 
extended family, 21 
nuclear family, 20 
Participants relationship history 
and status, 28-34 
Common Law, de facto, 29-31 
gay married, 31-32 
single, 30-31 
Participants views on euthanasia, 
94-102 
arguments, 95—98 
avoid unnecessary suffering, 
95-97 
choice and rights, 97-98 
equivocal or opposed, 101-102 
previous experience and 
concerns, 98-101 
Peaceful euthanasia, 102 
Personal care, 79-80 
Physical and mental end of life, 
61-62 
advance care, 62-79 
comfort care and pain relief, 
71-72 
do not resuscitate, 71 
end-of-life awareness, 64-68 
euthanasia, 69-71 
instructional directive, 69-74 
power of attorney, 79-84 
values directive, 74-79 
Physical disability, 77 
Physician-assisted dying, 89 
Pinnacle Foundation in Australia, 
SS 
PLWHA support services, 55 
Polyamory, 15-16, 30 
Power of attorney, 2-3, 62, 79, 84 
age and authority, 82-83 
knowledge and trust, 81-82 
Pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP), 
67-68 


146 


Professional person, 50 
Property EPA, 79-80 
Property ownership arrangements, 


Pseudonyms, 5-6 
Quality of life, 78 


Rational suicide, 90-91 
Religious services (see also Non- 
religious services), 112-115 
parents, family tradition, 
113-114 
partner, 114-115 
Religious traditions, 93 
Rotary International, 111 


Same-sex marriage, 17 
Secular liturgies, 111 
Sedation, 90 
to unconsciousness and death, 
90 
Sentience, 75, 78-79 
Serial monogamy, 15-16 
Solitaries, 12 
Speculative judgement, 74 


Terminal anaesthesia, 88-89 
Traditional qualitative research 
techniques, 4 


Index 


Transfer of property, 39-40 
Two-stage funeral procession, 
110 


Values directive, 74-79 
altruism, 75-76 
dignity, 76-78 
sentience, 78-79 
Vegetative state, 69-70, 75-77, 
129 


Welfare EPA, 79-80 
Wills and beneficiary decisions, 
39 
beneficiaries, 52-57 
changed material circumstances, 
44-45 
changed relationship status, 
42-44 
choice of executor, 47-52 
family member, 48-49 
friend, 51-52 
partner, 53 
professional person, 50 
will revision, 42-47 
Withdrawal of treatment, 88 


Zoom online conference platform, 


5 


This page intentionally left blank 


This page intentionally left blank 


This page intentionally left blank 


This page intentionally left blank 


